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Court, and whence he directed the operations of his
faithful followers. But he seems to have despaired
of ultimate success. He and his councillors felt
that the gods had passed a doom upon his people
from which there could be no escape.

Quesada was long unable to find out whither
the Zipa had gone.   His subjects preserved^ the
secret, the discovery of which was eagerly desired
in the belief that more gold would be found.    At
last two boys, suspected of coming from the Zipa
as messengers, were captured.   Both were cruelly
tortured.    One died rather than divulge the secret.
The other succumbed under the excruciating agony
and consented to guide the marauders.   Quesada
set out with a chosen body of men, marching all
night.   At dawn he surprised the royal camp and
broke into it.   The Zipa was mortally wounded,
but safely carried oil by his guards and attendants.
After the first   panic the Chibchas rallied and
fiercely   attacked the   Spaniards,   who   retreated
hastily, closely followed, their retreat soon being
converted into a flight.    They had  only found
two golden drinking-cups, brought there for the
Sovereign's own use.

Thisquezuza  died   of   his   wound,  and  was
secretly   interred.   Thus   fell   the   last   reigning